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“And this is the message we have 
received of Him, and declare  

unto you…” (1 John 1:5)
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Spin is one of the relatively new words in the Ameri-
can lexicon.  Well, to be more precise, it’s actually an 
old word with a new meaning.  It used to describe what 
tops did, or how to turn wool into yarn, or what you 
took a new car out for.  But -- and these observations 
are not the result of any deep, extensive research on my 
part -- it seems to me that the latest usage popped up 
in maybe the ‘70s or ‘80s in the political arena, perhaps 
being derived from the phrase spin a yarn.  It means to 
explain a thing or a situation so as to present one’s self 
or one's viewpoint in a favorable light.  It is closely akin 
to the term rationalize, meaning to “defend, explain, 
clear away, or make excuses for by reasoning.”

Spinning has come to be the province of spin 
doctors, who, naturally enough, are folks particularly 
skillful at the task.

Many, if not most, of us seem to have our doctorate 
in spinology; we have a natural knack for spinning.  Or 
to put that another way, we all have a proclivity for lying.  
For, you see, just as we have taken our old word spin 
and given it a new meaning, so we also have taken an 
old meaning and given it a new word.  Lying has been 
around since Eden, of course, hidden under many a 
disguise -- prevarication, circumlocution, exaggeration, 
falsification, fib, story, equivocation, calumny, distor-
tion, subterfuge, misrepresentation, dissimulation, and 
so forth.  Now we've come up with a new one: spinning.  
Let me give you some examples of it.

Gossip
Gossip goes by many names, depending on the 

translation we are reading: tale bearing, whispering, 
slander, backbiting, and maybe some others.  But God 
is displeased with it, no matter what you call it.   So. 
what kind of spin do we put on it to justify it to our-
selves or others?

 Probably the most common “explanation” we hear 
(or make?) for gossip is, “But it’s the truth.”  Now that 
has a good ring to it, but is truthfulness to be our only 
consideration?  Whatever happened to motive?  Paul 
said that we’re to speak the “truth in love” (Ephesians 
4:15).  Are we brazen enough to claim that gossip is 
done in love?  Or how about grace?  We are to let our 

Jim	Ward

“Spin On Sin” “conversation be always full of grace” (Colossians 4:6), 
because that’s the kind of speech that builds people up 
rather than tearing them down (Ephesians 4:29).  I don’t 
think any of us is prepared to argue that gossip is the 
kind of gracious speech designed to build people up.

The truth is that some things just “ought not” to be 
said (1 Timothy 5:13), so instead of putting a spin on 
our gossip, why don’t we just quit it?  And while we’re 
at it, let’s quit even listening to it (Proverbs 25:23).

Fornication and Adultery
Worldly people commit sexual sins on purpose.  

They are as brazen as the adulteress who “eats and 
wipes her mouth and says, ‘I’ve done nothing wrong’’ 
(Proverbs 30:20), but generally it’s not that way with 
us Christians.  We are committed to the will of God, 
yet many of us commit fornication anyway.  “We didn’t 
plan to do it,” we say, “it just happened.”

Is that really true?  Did it “just happen?”  No flirting, 
no fantasizing, no scheming to be alone with each other, 
no “innocent” lunches, no talk about mates who “just 
don’t understand us,” no rationalizing that “God want 
us to be happy?”  It just happened?  Yeah, right.

Is that how it occurred with David and Bathsheba?  
Their affair just happened?  Maybe it was natural for 
David to walk on his rooftop on a warm evening, and 
maybe Bathsheba truly thought her bath was private.  
But what excuse could David offer for his inquires about 
her, much less sending for her?  How could Bathsheba 
rationalize accepting his invitation?  He’s the king; I 
have to obey?

There is no excuse for the adultery of these two 
strangers.  It was driven by lust, nothing more or less.  
David was inflamed by Bathsheba’s beauty and she 
perhaps by his position and power.  But it didn’t “just 
happen.”

Stealing
 Every time I thing of stealing, I thing of the son in 

Proverbs 28:24, who said, “It’s not wrong” to rob father 
or mother.  What could he have been thinking?  What 
kind of spin could he have put on such a sin?  What’s 
theirs is mine?  I’ll get it when they die, anyway?  They 
owe it to me?

Sadly, though, that kind of thinking is still around.  
Take Wal-Mart, for example.  They’re a big target for 
thieves, especially shoplifters and employees.  The most 
common rational?  “They’re a big company, they}ll never 



News & Notes
THE	SICK:  
Delmer Carter  Bobbie Adcock
Rachel Grubbs  David Gardner
Mary Ruth Gardner  Martha Rice  
Tim Dean  Wayne Bolton  
Larry Jones  Una King Currier 
Matt Poff  Millinea Threet
Brent Lowman  Phillip Harwell
Mary Dean  Jeff Waddell
Joe Collier  Sarah Collier  
Wanda Taylor  Paige Phillips 
Barbara Ogles  Robbie Shoulders
Don Bowling  Randy Graviett  
In The Hospital:
Jack Jones; Vanderbilt Hospital - Nashville, ICU 
Gladys Sandlin; Health South Rehab., rm. 320
Rhett Bailey; St. Jude’s Hosp. Memphis, Tenn.     
Athens Convalescent Center:
Betty Bates, rm. 17 

miss it.”  Or maybe, “The pay is lousy, so I’ll just help 
myself to a ‘raise.’”

It’s not that people are stealing things they need to 
survive -- not milk for the baby, or food, or medicine.  
Nope, tobacco products used to be at the top of the 
list, until they put them under lock and key.  Now the 
big items are such necessities of life as cd’s, dvd’s, video 
games, and the machines that play them.  After all, these 
things are overpriced, and Wal-Mart is big enough to 
absorb the cost anyway.

It doesn’t matter: stealing is stealing.  God forbids 
it and tells us that if we have been doing it to stop.  
But he goes even further and tells us to get a job and 
give to the needy (Ephesians 4:28).  As is true of most 
other sins, there are numerous way to steal.  We have 
to think beyond the obvious.  Cheating on income 
taxes, taking stuff from our employer, intentionally 
selling something defective––these, and scads of other 
things, qualify.  If it’s not ours, God says we’re to leave 
it alone––not take it, and then spin some justification 
for what we’ve done.

Lying
 Finally, there’s putting a spin on spinning.  to 

many of us the gravity of lying is a matter of degree.  
“It was only a little, white lie,” gets us off the hook, 
we think.  As if God sorts lies in big and little or black 
and white.  Of course, we all know that some lies have 
greater repercussions than others.  But evaluating those 
repercussions objectively is something else; my little 
bitty fib is certainly not as harmful as your great big 
fat lie.  Actually, though, God doesn’t even teach us 
to evaluate the effects of our lies; he simply demands 
that we tell the truth.  Since we generally lie to gain an 
advantage or to protect ourselves can you imagine the 
chaos that would result from giving each person the 
right to assess the damage caused by his own lies?

Even though, as I’ve said, we human beings seem 
to have a proclivity for lying or spinning––those of us 
who are trying to please God fight against it.

Take, for example, David, a “man after (God’s) 
own heart” (Acts 13:22).  He did some terrible things: 
adultery, deceit, murder (2 Samuel 11).  But when 
Nathan confronted him with his sin, David admitted 
it immediately and without evasion.  “Then David said 
to Nathan, ‘I have sinned against the Lord’” (2 Samuel 
13:13).  No excuses, no passing of the buck, no spin 

whatsoever, just a straight ahead acknowledgment of 
the truth: “I have sinned.”

When the prodigal son “came to his senses,” he went 
home to his father and confessed without equivocation, 
“Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.  I 
am no longer worthy to be called your son”(Luke 15:21).  
That’s what people in their right mind do; they confess 
their sin and repent of it.

Sin does awful things to us:  it separates us from 
God, kills us, enslaves us, and dooms us to hell.  We’d 
have to be crazy to settle down and get cozy with it.  
The only “sane” thing to do is to confess it freely and 
without reservation, and ask God to forgive us.

So, by all means, spin your top (don’t blow it), or 
take that new car for a spin (um, that smell).  You might 
even spin some yarn (ah, living green) or spin a yarn 
(right on, Jerry Clower).  But if you’re tempted to put 
a spin on sin, just remember, Lake Brimstone is warm 
any time of the year.
          ~via Lost River Bulletin, Bowling Green, Kentucky.



Men	Privileged	To	Serve:	

unday, September 4th:

Morning Worship

Announcements ......................................Jerry McGlocklin
Song Leader ....................................................... Tyler Cox
Prayer ......................................................... Dwaine Allfrey
Preaching ..........................................................David Cox
Lord’s Supper
Presiding .....................................................Marcus Morris
Assisting .....................................................Kenneth Smith
Serving ....................... Joel Hamm ...........Marion Mitchell
 .................................. Ronnie Locke ........Marvin Putman
Closing Prayer ..................................................Joel Hamm

Evening Worship

Announcements ......................................Jerry McGlocklin 
Song Leader ....................................................Hunter Cox
Prayer ..........................................................Bonnie Sutton
Preaching ..........................................................David Cox
Lord’s Supper ..............................................Marcus Morris
Closing Prayer ..........................................Marion Mitchell

Other Assignments for Sunday, September 4th:
Usher .......................................................... Larry Mitchell 
Work Sound System ..................................... Marty Adams

Wednesday, September 7th:
Song Leader ................................................. Marty Adams
Bible Reading ..............................................(Isaiah 30:1-5)
.......................................................................Paul Hasting
Prayer ......................................................... Landon Adams
Invitation .........................................................Joel Hamm
Closing Prayer ..........................................Marion Mitchell

Sunday, September 11th:

Morning Worship

Announcements ........................................... Marty Adams
Song Leader ....................................................Hunter Cox
Prayer ..........................................................Terry Andrews
Preaching ...................................................... Jeff McCrary
Lord’s Supper
Presiding .....................................................Marcus Morris
Assisting .....................................................Kenneth Smith
Serving ....................... Joel Hamm ...........Marion Mitchell
 .................................. Ronnie Locke ........Marvin Putman
Closing Prayer ............................................. Tommy Burns

Evening Worship

Announcements ........................................... Marty Adams 
Song Leader ....................................................... Tyler Cox
Prayer ......................................................... Dwaine Allfrey
Preaching ...................................................... Jeff McCrary
Lord’s Supper .............................................Kenneth Smith
Closing Prayer .........................................Jonathan Keenon

Other Assignments for Sunday, September 11th:
Usher ..........................................................Delmer Carter 
Work Sound System ..................................... Stuart Wilson

Limestone Health Facility:
Janet Berryhill, rm. 65 Annie Mae Bragg, rm. 57  
Mary Smith, rm. 85 Rosella Pugh, rm. 74
J.D. Clanton, rm. 11E

Limestone Manor:
Albert Norton, rm. 98

Shut-In:
Reba Adams, at home
Lola Colwell, at home
Polly Davis, River City Care, Decatur, rm. 74

LIFFORD	SMITH	––	(1924-2011):	 It is with sad-
ness that we note the passing of brother Lifford Smith 
this past Thursday morning.  The passing of Lifford is 
somewhat sudden, but he was not able to overcome the 
effects of the stroke he suffered following his surgery a 
couple of weeks ago.  We will certainly miss Lifford and 
his presence among us.  He was a longtime member of 
the Market Street church and served several years as a 
deacon and the church treasurer.  Lifford’s wit and humor 
is sorely needed much in the life we live.  He missed his 
dear wife, Aline, who preceded him in death.  We extend 
our deepest sympathy to his daughters, Kathy McGuire, 
Pam Reynolds and Cindy Griffin and all his family.  His 
funeral was yesterday at McConnell Funeral Home and 
he was laid to rest in the Roselawn Cemetery.

NURSERIES	AVAILABLE:	There are two nurseries 
available for those who will need them.  One is in the 
west wing and the other is in the east wing.  
WORK	GROUPS: Tonight will be the night for work 
group one to meet.  If you are in group one, remember 
to meet with your group this evening. 

NURSING	HOME	SINGING:	 I have recently been 
told, while at the Bank and the Post Office by different 
ones, about how much they appreciate those that sing 
at the nursing home.  Both people had family members 
there and expressed to me what an encouragement the 
singing is to the residents there.  Both of these par-
ticular people are not members of the church and were 
impressed by the singing.  If you can come on ocassion 
to the Athens Convalescent on Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. to 
sing, I know that you will be glad you did.   

THE	RECORD:	For the Week of August 28th
Sunday: Bible Classes ............... 133
  Morning Worship ...... 169
  Evening Worship ........ 120
Wednesday: Bible Classes ............... 101 


