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“And this is the message we have 
received of Him, and declare  

unto you…” (1 John 1:5)

My religious background could be summed up by saying there was 
almost none. My Baptist grandmother took me to the Methodist church 
when I was five years old and gave me a Bible that I still possess. When 
I was about twelve years old, because there was no Baptist church nearby, 
she begged the Methodist preacher to baptize me by immersion. Though 
he insisted it was unnecessary, he baptized me in an Assembly of God 
building, so I would later call myself a Methodist Baptist.

From that point, my life unraveled. My mother left my father for 
a young man, and my father remarried. I graduated from high school, 
joined the military, and left God far behind. I smoked, drank, and used 
other drugs, and was surrounded by pornography. During three years in 
the military, after which my grandmother died, I became sick of sin. My 
conscience always bothered me, which amazed me. While I was drinking 
or doing drugs, my friends would get frustrated because I would bring 
up God and want somebody to help me understand him. But I was so 
confused and uninformed that I continually remained frustrated.

After leaving the military, I returned to work at International Har-

Gerry Sandusky

I Got Sick of the World



vester in Louisville, Kentucky. I began to associate with 
fellows affected by Vietnam and other things. I became 
friends with those like me: a longhaired, bead-wearing, 
motorcycle-riding, drug-using hippie.

Then one day a man boldly approached me on the 
assembly line. He asked me three questions: “Do you 
believe in God?” l did not want to answer that question, 
so I continued working as if I did not hear, but he just 
waited. When he persisted, I decided to tell him the 
truth. I turned to him and said, “Yes, sir, I do.” I hoped 
that would end the conversation, but then he asked, “If 
you die right now, do you believe you would go to heaven 
or hell?” I didn’t answer that question for a moment or 
two, and he just waited. Finally I said, “I believe I would 
go straight to hell.” I went back to work, but he raised 
the final question: “Does that bother you?” I pondered 
what to say and finally just looked into his eyes and said, 
“Yes, it does, and I’m going to do something about it.”

I did. I went home, shaved off my beard, cut my hair, 
threw my pornography in the garbage, flushed some drugs 
down the commode, and poured out all the whiskey I had 
in the house. And I sat down on the couch, and tried to 
read my Bible, but I had a big obstacle: I had graduated 
from high school without learning how to read.

I sat and cried and thought what to do. Soon l went 
searching for the Bible on tape, and began to sit up until 
about three or four each morning and listen to it. I wanted 
to saturate my mind with just what the Bible said.

My next step was to attend different churches on 
Sundays and ask everybody that I could questions about 
the Bible, but the more I investigated, the more confused 
and discouraged I became, until I began to see that some 
religious groups were closer to the Bible than others were.

Eventually, learning from the Bible that I needed 
to believe, repent, confess and be baptized, I found my 
way to the Christian Church. I decided that I would 
be baptized and join their work; until I went to tell my 
grandpa, whom I thought would be so proud. But when 
I told him what I was planning, he kept pounding his 
Bible on my leg, saying, “Don’t do it, don’t do it!” I was 
shocked and puzzled, because my grandpa had become 
a Christian at age 69 after being a Roman Catholic. I 
asked him why not and he said the Bible said I should 
be baptized. He then questioned me about mechanical 
instrumental music in worship, which I believed was 
nitpicking, but then asked why I wanted to be baptized: 
“Why will you nitpick about the plan of salvation and 
not nitpick about worship?” For the first time, I was 

learning about biblical authority (Matthew 7:13-27).

It was a new concept to me, and I needed to learn 
more. I wasn’t baptized that next Sunday, but I kept 
searching. Finally I approached Bill Bryant at Interna-
tional Harvester. I asked him where he went to church. He 
said he was a Christian, a member of the Lord’s church.

Bill opened a door I never knew existed. He brought 
me tracts on instrumental music, but I was too ashamed 
to tell him I couldn’t read. Finally he directed me to a 
church of Christ near where I lived, where Ken Green 
preached. I was determined to be baptized, so I went 
to services on Wednesday night, and Ken introduced 
himself. I said, “I’m Gerry Sandusky, and I’m here to be 
baptized and stuff like that.”

Well, naturally, Ken thought I was a nut. He did 
not baptize me, fearing I did not have any idea what it 
meant. I went back on Sunday and during the invita-
tion song I went forward, determined that if I had to, 
I would embarrass him into baptizing me. When he 
asked me what I wanted, I responded loudly, “I’m here 
to be baptized and stuff like that.” He said, “OK,” and so 
my journey as a man who had found a clean conscience 
began (1 Peter 3:21).

You may wonder about all the sinful habits I had. I 
thought the battle with tobacco was a mountain I would 
never climb, but I knew the only way I would was to take 
one step at a time. Instead of putting cigarettes in my 
shirt pocket, I put the little Bible from my grandmother. 
Each time I reached for a cigarette, I would pull my Bible 
out of my pocket, search for the shortest passage, ask 
somebody to read it, and begin to memorize it. I didn’t 
know that was a biblical principle, but the more I began 
to replace the sin in my life with the sincere milk of the 
word (1 Peter 2:2), the more I grew.

I knew particles of the Bible but hardly any applica-
tions, but here are some things I learned that may help 
you convert some longhaired hippies someday. First, most 
people believe themselves to be right. What we want to 
do with such a person is try to get him or her thinking. 
Jesus was the master at this kind of work, at being “wise 
as a serpent and harmless as a dove” (Matthew 10:16).

Jesus used the same tool many times: asking simple 
questions. And as with the woman at the well in John 
4, he made people want to know what he had to say. 
The man who made me think did not quote a passage; 
he just made the gears in my own mind begin to turn, 
made me realize there was a hole in my thinking. People 
who know they’re wrong and facing a terrible disaster 
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THE SICK:    
Dan Lovell  Patsy Thomas
Doris Lovell  Cindy Glass
Joan Glass  Ashley Sims  
Linda Jones  Shelly Scruggs 
Sara Ogles  Shaun Carruth 
Ann Bush  Everette “Bud” Dollar 
Wayne Gooch   
Updates: 
Peggy Mitchell  spent a few days this past week in the 
hospital…Priscilla Tucker will be undergoing surgery 
on Tuesday at Huntsville for her cancer and then treat-
ments to follow.  Remember Priscilla and all the family 
in your prayers  Tracy Hodges, the daughter of Paul and 
Dale Adcock,   has open heart surgery for an anyerism 
scheduled at Vanderbilt Medical Center on Friday…
Kenia Adams received injections in her back on Friday 
morning…Dan Lovell  received good word from the 
pathology report on the growth he had removed that it 
was not cancer…Joan Glass   is now at home recovering 
from her back surgery on Monday.
Those Undergoing Treatments or Chronic Illness:
Joe Leopard  Gayle Ball
Reba Byram  Irene Inman 
Janice Cagle  Jeanette Weir  
Ella Melvin   Daniel Ogles
Diane Kilpatrick Linda Ordonez 
Wayne Wooldridge Cindy Walker
Jenny Pickens  Gene Carpenter 
Charles Burns  Betty Christopher
Al Pollard  Ava Brooke Campbell
Elizabeth Howard Matt Poff
Phillip Harwell  Una King Currier
Shayna Tollison  Eli Williams
Brittany Bates Carter  Bobby McLemore       
In The Hospital/Rehabilitation:
Mildred Lambert; Athens- Limestone Hosp.; rm. 216
Jackie Cox; Huntsville Hospital; rm. 672
Norman Hamm; Millenium Rehab - Huntsville
Athens Rehabilitation & Senior Care:
Nelva Reed, rm. 61 Helen Trousdale, rm. 43
Judith Groce, rm. 10-B Dorothy Draper, rm. 73
Mattye Murray, rm. 2 Christine Hudson, rm. 77
Valeria Dalton, rm. 7 Joyce Martin, rm. 73

will be bothered and want to change.
Second, in trying to reach people, we often fail to 

recognize their living consciences. Though to look at me 
you would have thought my conscience was dead. All the 
while I was living in the world, I was burdened because 
I knew I was a long way from God (Matthew 11:28; 
Acts 17:27). This inner police force that each person has 
can be stirred by kindness, patience, and the right ques-
tions. We don’t want to present obstacles, as my uncle 
(a member of the church) did when he said to my wife 
and me before we married, “You both better have fun 
while you’re living, because you’re going straight to hell 
when you die.” At that point we both said we would never 
be members of the church of Christ because, instead 
of pricking our consciences, he had placed a stumbling 
block on the road (Colossians 4:5-6).

The third thing that will help us is understanding 
discipleship (Matthew 28:18-20). I had decided I was 
going to be a disciple of Jesus. I knew that baptism was 
a part of it and that a lot of other “stuff ” went with that, 
but I did not care what the “stuff ” was or what the cost 
might be (Luke 9:23). I was afraid my wife and I would 
divorce because she saw me then as a religious nut. I lost 
all my friends because I kept talking to them about what 
I had learned. My family, at first, turned away from me.

I’m glad to tell you today that I had the pleasure 
to baptize my father, my step-mother, and my brothers 
and sisters, and even to see my wife obey the gospel. 
But all of that occurred because they could sense that 
I was a disciple of Jesus. That factor played a great role 
in my ability to teach others, even though I was still 
memorizing scriptures because I could not read.

I hope these points about my decision to leave the 
world help you as you better reach out to others to save 
them ( Jude 22-23). Don’t waste your time with dishonest 
people. We must have good hearts and honesty – but 
those qualities can be hiding under a beard or long hair, 
sitting on a motorcycle beside you.

A lady in Kentucky told me that my conversion helps 
her every time she sees a hoodlum on a motorcycle. “I 
always roll my window down now and invite him to the 
gospel meeting” because, she says, “I just keep thinking, 
‘That fellow might make a gospel preacher someday’.”

~via Teaching Truth; Madison, Alabama

Remember Our Study Periods
Sunday Mornings at 9:45 a.m.

Wednesday Evenings at 7:00 p.m.



Men Privileged To Serve: 

Sunday, April 23rd:
Morning Worship

Announcements............................................. Harvey Nixon
Song Leader .........................................................Tyler Cox
Prayer........................................................Jerry McGlocklin
Preaching .................................................... Gerry Sandusky
Lord’s Supper 
Presiding ................................................................A.J. Price
Assisting .......................................................Terry Andrews
Serving ........................Russ Wulfekuhl .....Kenneth Adams
 ....................................Danny Holt ........... Charles Vaughn
Closing Prayer .............................................Keenon Currier

Evening Worship
Announcements............................................. Harvey Nixon
Song Leader ...................................................... Joel Hamm
Prayer....................................................................Dan Reed
Preaching .................................................... Gerry Sandusky
Lord’s Supper .......................................................A. J. Price
Closing Prayer ...................................................Mike Ogles

Other Assignments for Sunday, April 23rd:
Ushers ..................................Marvin Putman/Steve Bradley
Work Sound System ....................................Landon Adams

Wednesday, April 26th:
Song Leader ..................................................... Griffin Holt
Bible Reading ................................................... No Reading
..............................................................................................
Prayer.................................................................Steve Usery
Preaching .................................................... Gerry Sandusky
Closing Prayer ..............................................Tommy  Burns

Sunday, April 30th:
Morning Worship

Announcements................................................. Joel Hamm
Song Leader ..................................................Ashton Gatlin
Prayer...........................................................Landon Adams
Preaching ............................................................ David Cox
Lord’s Supper 
Presiding ...................................................Tommy Coblentz
Assisting ...................................................... Dwaine Allfrey
Serving ........................Matthew Vaughn ....... Heath Dollar
 ....................................James Johnson ............... Larry Holt
Closing Prayer ...................................................Steve Usery

Evening Worship
Announcements................................................. Joel Hamm
Song Leader ..................................................... Hunter Cox
Prayer................................................................Ross Melvin
Preaching ......................................................... Song Service
Lord’s Supper ...........................................Tommy Coblentz
Closing Prayer .......................................................A.J. Price

Other Assignments for Sunday, April 30th:
Ushers ...................................Keenon Currier/Steve Bradley
Work Sound System .....................................Terry Andrews

Mable Crafts, rm. 39 Mildred Frantz, rm. 31
Gayle Mills, rm. 15 Evelyn Hogan, rm. 36
Oneal Martin, rm. 81 Glen Brackeen, rm. 91
Limestone Health Facility:
Jim Sasser
Shut-In or Away From Home:
Robert & Mot Beasley, at Morningside, Decatur
Gwen Bullock, at granddaugther’s in Huntsville
Wynell Casteel, at home
Lucille Craig, at home
Marjorie Dunnavant, at Brookdale Farms, Huntsville
Mary Ruth Gardner, at Merrill Gardens, Madison
Carl Hargrave, at granddaughter’s home in Hartselle
Essie Hardison, at home 
Ruby Jean Tinnon, at home
William Thomas, at home
SINGING AT NURSING HOME: Remember the 
singing at Athens Rehab & Senior Care on Tuesday 
evening at 5:30.  If you are available to participate in 
this, I know that you would be benefitted from the time 
spent there.
OUR MEETING: Our Meeting is beginning today 
with Gerry Sandusky preaching.   Gerry has preached 
for the North Madison church in Madison, Indiana  for 
40 years.  Gerry has  a wonderful way to connect and to 
communicate the gospel to others.   The high school class 
up will all be meeting in the auditorium for the Bible 
Class period this morning.  We are glad to have Gerry 
and his wife, Diane, with us this week.  The meeting 
will continue through Thursday evening.  Remember 
the meeting by praying, attending and inviting other 
to join us. 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: The date for our 
Vacation Bible School has been set for July 17-20 for 
this year.  Mark your calendars and begin planning for 
this work. 
OUT OF TOWN: The Ogles:  Mike and Nikki have 
been Auburn the later part of this week.  They plan to 
return home this evening…Nell Barksdale is on vacation 
visiting with family this week…Jim Whitt has been in 
Boston this past week with his work.
WORK GROUPS: Work  Group Two will be meet-
ing this evening after our evening service.   If you are in 
group two, remember to meet with your group tonight. 
THE RECORD: Attendance for the week of  April 16th
Sunday: Bible Classes ............... 146
  Morning Worship ....... 203
  Evening Worship ........ 153


