
Volume X	 December 30, 2018	         No. 52
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is published in the interest of New Testament 
Christianity and to enhance the work of the 
Market Street church.

David A. Cox, Editor
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Messenger

The author of Hebrews says of Jesus, “In the days of His flesh, He 
offered up both prayers and supplications with loud crying and tears to 
the One able to save Him from death, and He was heard because of His 
piety” (Hebrews 5:7).

This is a reference to Jesus’ experience in Gethsemane the night 
before His crucifixion. Jesus prayed three times—intensely—that the 
Father would remove the cup He was about to drink, the suffering He 
was about to undergo.

Our text says, “He was heard.” Jesus’ experience that night teaches us 
several important lessons.

First, Jesus was heard because of His piety, His “godly fear” (NKJV). 
While Jesus prayed for what He, as a man, desired, He did so with a 
disposition to submit to whatever the Father’s will was. “Abba! Father! 
All things are possible for You; remove this cup from Me; yet not what I 
will, but what You will” (Mark 14:36).

When we pray, we must pray with confidence in the Father’s wisdom 
as well as His power. Our perspective is limited. Just as a parent knows 
better than a child, our heavenly Father knows far better than we what 
is best. We must pray with a heart that is ready to accept whatever the 
Father’s will is.

Second, though Jesus was heard, the Father’s answer was no. Too 
often people view a prayer as “heard” only when the answer is yes, when 
the thing prayed for comes to pass just as the petitioner wished.

The Father said no to Jesus’ request that He not have to drink the cup. 
At the same time, the Father said yes to Jesus’ request that the Father’s 
will be carried out. That teaches us that “heard” prayer is not necessarily 
granting the specific petition we have in mind, that which we assume is 
the best way to an end; it is, instead, granting what will most effectively 
accomplish God’s greater purpose. Jesus’ suffering, as difficult as it was for 
Him, brought infinitely greater blessings, both to Himself and to others, 
than the immediate relief of avoiding His crucifixion ordeal.
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Paul Earnhart

Radical Surgery

Third, while the Father did not grant Jesus’ immedi-
ate desire, He did do what He could that was consistent 
with His will. He sent help. “Now an angel from heaven 
appeared to Him, strengthening Him” (Luke 22:43). 
The Father did not take away the burden; instead, He 
strengthened the bearer. Surely that is as great an indi-
cation of “heard” prayer as granting the actual petition 
would have been.

May we grow in our understanding, and in our use, 
of the marvelous blessing of prayer.                                                                 

        ~via Pathlights; Bossier City, Louisiana.

“Whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has 
already committed adultery” (Matthew 5:28). These are 
radical words and even kingdom citizens must struggle 
not to resist. Their severe probing of the heart brings 
pain as the Son of God touches the raw nerves of our 
moral diseases. Jesus, having dealt with the problem of 
hate and malice, now addresses the problem of lust. The 
Pharisees had certainly treated the issue of adultery, but 
only superficially. Their concern was to avoid a capital 
offense (Leviticus 20:10; Deuteronomy 22:22). One 
can almost hear the way they said, “You shall not com-
mit adultery” (Exodus 20:14). Jesus, in contrast, tracks 
the sin of adultery to its lair (Matthew 15:19). As the 
hatred of the heart is murder, so is the unbridled lust 
of the heart adultery.

This principle was not an obscure part of the Mosaic 
covenant. The tenth commandment pointedly said, “You 
shall not covet your neighbor’s wife” (Exodus 20:17). Paul, 
while still a stranger to the gospel, and a Pharisee, had 
been severely penetrated by this command (Romans 7:7). 
Even Job, a man who apparently lived before the law, 
understood this ethical truth. “I have made a covenant 
with my eyes,” he said, “Why then should I look upon 
a young woman?” ( Job 31:1).

Though some extended application might be made 
from this passage to the raw and unprincipled carnal de-
sire which some single person might harbor for someone 
similarly unattached, Jesus’ use of the word “adultery” 

makes clear that His present concern is with that illicit 
desire which violates the very spirit of the marriage 
covenant (2 Corinthians 11:2-3). The Lord’s concern in 
this whole section is with our duty to love others. No 
married person can do justice to his mate while given 
over to unrestrained desire for another. Though yet a 
matter of the mind it is called what it is – sin.

The Lord is not dealing here with the mere mo-
mentary passing of desire through the mind; otherwise 
there would be no distinction between temptation and 
sin. (We should not be aghast at the suggestion that the 
lust of the flesh might have made its approach to the 
mind of our Savior while He remained sinless, Hebrews 
4:15.) The words, “looks at a woman to lust for her,” help 
us to understand the exact nature of the transgression. 
This is not a fleeting thought but the gathering up of 
one’s mind for the purpose of lusting. The Greek text 
describes a person who directs his thoughts or turns 
his mind to a thing; in this case, lusting after a woman 
(or a man). Obviously, we do not look at everything we 
see. The eye takes in a vast panorama and it is left for 
the mind to focus the attention. David’s sin was not in 
seeing the unclothed Bathsheba but in looking upon her, 
setting his mind and ultimately his unbridled lust upon 
her (2 Samuel 11:2-5). David wanted the opportunity to 
possess Bathsheba, and found it. His violation of Exodus 
20:17 would have been no less had that opportunity 
never presented itself.

Although the English word “lust” accurately connotes 
the sensual overtones of the Greek verb (epithumeo), it 
may lack the attendant thought of possession which is 
inherent in it (Guelich, The Sermon on the Mount, p. 
194). The sin being described by Jesus is the calculated 
cultivation of the desire to possess one to whom you 
have no right. If this sin is to be escaped, the very first 
approach of such thoughts must be decisively rejected, 
before they can take possession of the mind and will. In 
the language of an old proverb: “You cannot keep the 
birds from flying over your head but you can keep them 
from building a nest in your hair.” If we find difficulty 
in distinguishing between the temptation and the sin 
in this case it is far wiser to err on the side of caution 
than on the side of recklessness.

The war of the kingdom citizen with lust in these 
times is destined to be severe and hard-fought. We are 
not going to easily escape the miasma of lasciviousness, 
fornication and adultery that has descended on this gen-
eration. Let no disciple be smug (1 Corinthians 10:12). 
There are no societal restraints to lean on. Our strength 
and defense must reside wholly in our own deep and 
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News & Notes

Berlin R. (Buc) Chumbley

Farewell

Joshua, the great leader of Israel, was “old and 
stricken in years” when he delivered his farewell ad-
dress ( Joshua 23:1ff ). It is very likely, this was his last 
public appearance because it wasn’t long after that he 
would die at the ripe old age of 110 ( Joshua 24:29). In 
Joshua’s remarks before his kinsmen, he  reminded them 
of their past, and challenged them regarding its future. 

Today marks the last time I will stand before you as 
one of the “local evangelists.” Time has seemingly flown 
by since September of 2017.  Over these past sixteen 
months I have seen baptisms and restorations, words of 
encouragement and prayers for the discouraged. Most 
of all I have seen a congregation dedicated to the spirit 
of unity, for the greater glory of God.

As I look back over these months, there are so 
many personal things I could mention. I could men-
tion about the men who gave up their Saturday to 
come to Hueytown and loaded us up for our move 
back to Athens. I could mention the numerous words 
of encouragement that have been said to me directly 
or through text, email, or snail mail. 

I could mention the five Godly men who serve as 
Shepherds of this flock, that I have had the pleasure 
of working with. The deacons who have taken care of 
the “nuts and bolts” of worship service, making David 
and my job so much easier. I could mention the times 
we have laughed together and grieved together, and 
times when we reminisced about those who have gone 
on before us. 

So many things I could mention, but most of all, 
I want you all to know that when we think back about 
our short time spent with the church at Market Street, 
nothing but fond memories and warm thoughts will 
fill my heart.   

THE SICK:  		  		  	
Paul Adcock		  Tena Wells
Peggy Mitchell		  Betty Bollton
Tony Thomas		  JoAnn Gilbert
Loretta Warner		 Ann Bush		
Bobbie Adcock		  Doris Lovell			 
Myrtle Ruth Barnett	

unshakable resolve to keep ourselves pure for the Lord’s 
sake. In the final analysis that is where the issue of our 
faithfulness in the kingdom has always been decided. 
“Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring 
the issues of life” (Proverbs 4:23).

   ~via DAppying God’s Word;  Louisville, Kentucky

Today is the last Sunday in 2018.  As we come to the 
end of another year, I can’t help but reflect on the past 
year and the blessings that God has so richly blessed us 
with this past year.

The greatest blessing is the relationship we have 
with God.  The forgiveness of sins that is possible due 
to the gift of God’s Son and Christ’s willingness to die 
on the cross for our sins.  

Associated to this blessing is the blessing and 
privilege to share with one another the relationship of 
brothers and sisters in Christ.  As children of God and 
members of the family of God, we have not only shared 
sorrows and trial but also experienced joys of one another.  
Indeed to be a part of the church at Market Street is 
truly a blessing for the Cox family.  

It is with great sadness that we bid farewell to Buc, 
Martha and Molly Chumbley.  It has been great working 
with Buc and it has been a hand and glove fit.  I appreci-
ate Buc and the work his does and will continue to do.

 I hope that as we look to the new year, each one 
will take time to build their faith stronger in the coming 
days.  There is a great work to do and the Market Street 
church has an excellent opportunity to see the lost taught 
and converted to the cause of Christ.  The Market Street 
church has long been a church that loves the truth and 
loves the souls of men. As we enter the new year may 
we continue to love one another looking with hope to 
the promises waiting for God’s children.  May we look 
intently to the saving of the souls of men.

David A. Cox

Looking to the New Year 



Men Privileged To Serve: 

Sunday, December 30th:
Morning Worship

Announcements........................................Tommy Coblentz
Song Leader....................................................... Joel Hamm
Prayer.................................................................. Larry Holt
Preaching.......................................................Buc Chumbley
Lord’s Supper	
Presiding........................................................Marcus Morris
Assisting......................................................... Marty Adams
Serving.........................Nathaniel Adams....... Harvey Nixon
 ....................................Russ Wulfekuhl...... Charles Vaughn
Closing Prayer....................................................Mike Ogles

Evening Worship
Announcements........................................Tommy Coblentz
Song Leader...................................................Tommy Burns
Prayer............................................................... Bob Broadus
Preaching............................................................. David Cox
Lord’s Supper................................................Marcus Morris
Closing Prayer............................................. Christian Usery

Other Assignments for the week of December 30th:
Ushers.................................Dwaine Allfrey/Keenon Currier
Work Sound System......................................Terry Andrews

Wednesday, January 2nd:
Song Leader...................................................Tommy Burns
Bible Reading...............................................Clayton Hamm
..................................................................... Mark 11:20-26
Prayer............................................................ Bonnie Sutton
Invitation............................................................Mike Ogles
Closing Prayer............................................... Larry Mitchell

Sunday, January 6th:
Morning Worship

Announcements........................................Tommy Coblentz
Song Leader....................................................... Joel Hamm
Prayer.................................................................. Larry Holt
Preaching.......................................................Buc Chumbley
Lord’s Supper	
Presiding........................................................Marcus Morris
Assisting......................................................... Marty Adams
Serving.........................Nathaniel Adams....... Harvey Nixon
 ....................................Russ Wulfekuhl...... Charles Vaughn
Closing Prayer....................................................Mike Ogles

Evening Worship
Announcements........................................Tommy Coblentz
Song Leader...................................................Tommy Burns
Prayer............................................................... Bob Broadus
Preaching............................................................. David Cox
Lord’s Supper................................................Marcus Morris
Closing Prayer............................................. Christian Usery

Other Assignments for the week of January 6th:
Ushers.................................Dwaine Allfrey/Keenon Currier
Work Sound System......................................Terry Andrews

Those Undergoing Treatments or Chronic Illness:
Janice Cagle	 	 Jeanette Weir
Patsy Thomas		  Ella Melvin
Marvin Putman		 Paul  Hasting	
Cornelia Pepper		 Al Pollard 		
Charles Burns		  Ava Brooke Campbell
Cindy Glass		  Una King Currier		
Susan Cox		  Wayne Gooch 	
Gene Carpenter	 Cindy Walker	
Wayne Wooldridge	 Phillip Harwell	
Linda Ordonez				   		 		   		
In The Hospital/Rehabilitation:
Dean Holt; Huntsville Hospital – STICU
Adam Strickland; Spain Rehabilitation – Birmingham
Norman Hamm; Millenium Rehab - Huntsville
Athens Health & Rehabilitation:
Mattie Murray, rm. 2	 Christine Hudson, 77	
Evelyn Hogan, 36	 Dorothy Draper, 73
Joyce Martin, 63	 Valeria Dalton, 7 	
Limestone Health Facility:
Jane Meredith, 102	 Wayne Gooch, 111	
Shut-In or Away From Home:
Robert & Mot Beasley, at City Center, Decatur
Frances Bowers, Limestone Manor
Gwen Bullock, at granddaughter’s in Huntsville
Mary Ruth Gardner, at Merrill Gardens, Madison
Carl Hargrave, at granddaughter’s home in Hartselle
Bettye Harrison, Traditions Assisted Living
Irene Inman, at home
Virginia Meyer, Traditions Assisted Living
Stan Stanford, at home
William Thomas, Madison Manor, Madison
Kathleen Wales, 
Updates: 
Tena Wells  is at her sister’s house in East Limestone re-
covering from a recent fall …Steve Usery’s grandmother, 
Mary Usery, is at home following her hospital stay… 
…JoAnn Gilbert is at home.
WORK GROUPS: Work  Group  Two will be meet-
ing after our evening service.   If you are in group Two, 
remember to meet with your group tonight.
OUT OF TOWN:   Ruby Dean Ezell  has been in the 
mountians this past week.
THE RECORD: Attendance for the week of Dec. 23rd
Sunday:	 Bible Classes................ 145
		  Morning Worship........ 191
		  Evening Worship......... 142
Wednesday:	 Bible Classes.................. 98


