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SHORTSIGHTEDNESS

Berlin R. (Buc) Chumbley

2 Peter 1.5-9 “But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add
to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, to
self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly
kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. 8 For if these things are yours and
abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to
blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins.”

Someone once said, “What lies nearest looms largest. We have no eyes

for the distant and the ﬁtture and the far off”

I believe this statement says a lot about the reason we sin. We only
see what is near, the present advantage the immediate gratification, the
momentary pleasure. We have no forsight for the pain and punishment,
the regrets and grief which sometimes comes with sin. We dont see the
consequences that lie ahead because of our sin

'The shortsightedness of man goes all the way back to the Garden.

When the devil tempted Eve in Genesis 3 he said nothing about

shame, remorse or exile. He only spoke of the present and immediate
advantage of being like God. Gen 3.4-5 " Then the serpent said to the
woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that in the day you eat
of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and
evil.”
Eve seeing only what was near, ate of the fruit and gave some to her
husband. Never once did they stop and think about the pain, alienation
and death that their sin wouf]d bring. Never once did they look oft into
the future but only considered that which was near.

Sin may bring immediate satisfaction but never does it give us the

« . i . . . .
tull picture.” The covetous man sees the pile of gold but not his shriveling
soul. The drunkard sees the sparkling wine but never the diseased liver.
Shortsightedness is the mother of all sin. People sin because they only see
what is near and never look to the future when they will have to give an
account of their sin. May we be a people who are not shortsighted, but
see the bigger picture and the glory that awaits those who die in Christ.



The Conversion of Lydia

James Jones

Acts 16:13-15 "And on the sabbath we went out of the city by a
riverside, where prayer was to be made; and we sat down, and spake
unto the women which resorted thither. And a certain woman named
Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, which worshipped God,
heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the
things which were spoken of Paul. And when she was baptized, and her
household, she besought us, saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to
the Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And she constrained us. "

Here is another of many accounts given in the book of Acts
concerning the reception of the gospel by an individual honestly
seeking to do the will of God. One fact that is noted about Lydia
is that she was a seller of purple. Purple was a very expensive dye,
and was only used on items of great value. The fact that Lydia was
a seller of purple certainly implies that she was a woman of means.
She had enough materially to be able to offer housing for Paul and
his companions. Later in Acts 16, specifically in verse 40, Paul and
his friends were able to reside there again. While there, they were
able to see other brethren as well!

Why would the fact that she was a seller of purple be of any
circumstance? Much money was made from the selling of this dye.
In spite of the money she could have made, she forsook the selling
of it on the Sabbath to worship God! The text indicates that Lydia
was one that "worshipped God." This was her habit, her way of life.
She could have made more money on that day, but she chose to
worship instead. This is indicative of what kind of heart she had.

There are many warnings against the love of money. Jesus said,
"How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God!
For it is easier for a camel to go through a needle’s eye, than for a rich
man fo enter into the kingdom of God" (Luke 18:24-25). Jesus made
this statement in regards to the rich young ruler who would not sell
all that he had to inherit eternal life! A person must be willing to
give all, even his own life, for God (Matthew 10:37-38). The young
ruler had done many good things, but Jesus knew that he had high
regard for his riches. The ruler could not inherit eternal life while
loving his riches more than doing the will of God!

Paul instructed Timothy, "But godliness with contentment is
great gain. For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain
we can carry nothing out. And having food and raiment let us be
therewith content. But they that will be rich fall into temptation and
a snare, and into many hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction
and perdition. For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while
some have coveted after, they have pierced themselves through with
many sorrows. But thou, O man of God, flee these things... "(1Timothy
6:6-11a). Having money is not sinful, but many stumble in loving it
more than loving to do the will of God. Also, those who are more

mindful to be rich, rather than seeking godliness, fall into this snare

as well (1 Timothy 6:9, 11). Her worshipping at the riverside on the
Sabbath instead of selling is indicative of what was her top priority.
The Ethiopian eunuch, Cornelius, and other converts mentioned in
Acts were seeking to worship and please God. They sought to do
His will. God provided a way for them to know!

As with the aforementioned, God provided Lydia, who had an
honest heart, the opportunity to know what she must do to be found
acceptable before Him. Along with the apostles' preaching, signs
were performed to confirm that their message was from God (Mark
16:20 — these signs accompanied Paul --2 Corinthians 12:12). The
text states that Lydia heard their preaching. The word "heard" used
here indicates her giving complete attention to the things being said.
She was not merely just giving a polite ear, and then forgetting what
was being said. As evidenced by the accompanying signs, she knew
that these word were from God. She desired to know the will of
God! She wanted to do what was right. Her hearing the word of the
Lord was necessary before she could be saved. Hebrews 11:6 reads,
"But without faith it is impossible to please Him: for he that cometh
to God must believe that He is, and that he is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek Him." 1t was necessary for Lydia to have faith in order
to be pleasing to God. Paul wrote, "So then faith cometh by hearing,
and hearing by the word of God" (Romans 10:17). It was not enough
that she sought to please God, she had to hear His word, believe His
word, and obey His word before she could please her God.

After Lydia gave attention to the preaching of the word of
the Lord, the text states that the Lord opened her heart. When did
the Lord do this? After she heard the word. How did the Lord do
this> Many assume by a direct operation of the Holy Spirit. The
Holy Spirit definitely was involved, but one must understand how,
whether He did it directly or indirectly. The sword of the Spiritis the
word of God (Ephesians 6:17). The word is the tool that the Holy
Spirit uses to pierce someone. Hebrews 4:12 says this concerning
the word: "For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper
than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of
soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart." Notice that the verse says that this
sword is sharper than any sword used by man! It can pierce objects
no physical weapon could ever be designed to touch! Who wields
this great weapon? Who uses this magnificent sword in combating
evil? As stated earlier, the bearer of this mighty weapon is the Holy
Spirit (Ephesians 6:17). It is by the preaching of the word that the
Holy Spirit cuts into a person's heart, leaving it open to obey or
reject the truth of God's word! In Acts 2, it is recorded that the
Jews assembled in Jerusalem on Pentecost had their hearts pricked!
By what? The sword of the Spirit — the word of God! Acts 2:37
says, "Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their bheart...".
What they heard? The preaching of the word of God! Many will say
all one has to do is call on Jesus to be saved! Though one must call

on Jesus to be saved, much more is involved before a person can be



saved. There is a lot involved before a person can call on the Lord
acceptably. " For whosoever shall callupon the name of the Lord shall be
saved. How then shallthey callon Him in whom they have not believed?
And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And
how shall they hear without a preacher?” (Romans 10:13-14). Lydia
was receiving one of the greatest blessings of her life — she was
having the privilege of being instructed by God! The Lord opened
her heart by the Holy Spirit through the preaching of the Word.
God certainly was involved in Lydia's conversion!

It was not enough for Lydia to just hear and believe the word.
The Bible says, "...she attended unto the things which were spoken
of Paul." Lydia put into practice the things that were commanded.
One of things that she did was be baptized. Why did she do this
so promptly? Jesus said to His apostles, "Go ye into all the world and
preach the gospel to every creature..." (Mark 16:15). There was more
to their mission than just preaching. Jesus further said, "He that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall
be damned"' (Mark 16:16). In order for the preaching of the gospel
to have had any eternal benefits for Lydia, she had to believe it and
be baptized. Some may object and say, "but Jesus only said that those
who did not believe would be damned." While that is true, Hebrews
11:6 must be remembered, "But without faith itimpossible to please
Him..." Paul said, "...for whatsoever is not of faith is sin" (Romans
14:23)."The person who is baptized, but does not believe (lacks faith),
cannot be saved. Therefore, Jesus emphasized the believing. If the
honest person believes, they will be baptized. Peter said baptism
was "...for the remission of sins..."(Acts 2:38). Paul was instructed,
"And now why tarriest thou? Arise, and be baptized, and wash away
thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord" (Acts 22:16). When Philip
went to Samaria and preached Christ unto them, baptism was
included in the preaching of Christ (Acts 8:5, 12)!

Baptism is an essential part of the gospel message! Lydia un-
derstood what she must to do to receive the washing away of her
sins, and she immediately complied. So many believe the doctrine
of faith only for salvation. However, that is not a doctrine taught
in the scriptures. James wrote, "Ye see then how that by works a man
is justified, and not by faith only...For as the body without the spirt is
dead, so faith without works is dead also” (James 2:24, 26). Just as
believing is a work (John 6:28-29) that is necessary for salvation,
so is baptism. Not only was Lydia affected by the soul-stirring
preaching of the Gospel, but also those of her household! They must
have heard and believed the preaching of the gospel (Hebrews 11:6;
Romans 10:17; Romans 14:23; Mark 16:15-16) before they were
baptized. Otherwise, it would have been in vain.

Sadly, there are those who take passages in the Bible

and try to support their doctrines that did not originate from
the Bible. One of these man-made doctrines is infant baptism.

The claim is made in this passage that since her household
was baptized, they must have baptized all the infants in it as well!
Though a lot of households have babies, there are also many that do
not. To say that Lydia's household had infants is to say too much.
It is an assumption, nothing more. And, even if her household did
have infants, they could not have been baptized properly? Could
they hear, understand, believe, confess, and repent (Romans 10:17;
John 3:16; Acts 8:37; Matthew 10:32-33; Acts 2:38)? If not, then
there would not have been any acceptable purpose to do so. Infants
are hardly capable of fulfilling any of the requirements necessary
before baptism. Therefore, if there were infants in her household,
they were not baptized. But, to say that there were infants involved
is adding to what the word has said! What sin would an infant have
to be repented of and washed away, since sin is transgression of the
law (I John 3:4), and an infant cannot understand law?

After Lydia and her household obeyed the gospel, Lydia
pleaded for Paul and his companions to stay with her while they
were there. She had such a burning desire to do good things! Such
is the state of the new convert being released from the bondage of
sin. Such should always be the state of the Christian, no matter
how long one has been in the church. The conversion of Lydia is
just one of many of the inspiring conversion accounts given in the
book of Acts. As the scriptures are profitable to make the man of
God perfect (2 Timothy 3:16-17), it is of great benefit to carefully
contemplate the conversion accounts in Acts. As has been noted
in this article, many have taken the conversion account of Lydia
and have used it to "support” their error (i.e. direct operation of
the Holy Spirit necessary before one can obey the gospel; infant
baptism, etc.). May all men be more careful with how they handle
the scriptures, lest by wresting the scriptures, they lead to their own
destruction (2 Peter 3:16).

News &F Notes

THE SICK:

Donna Wright Winfred Corsbie
Mildred Lambert Damien Powers
James Johnson Loretta Warner

Doris Lovell Jennifer Sellers

Linda Jones Ann Bush

Those Undergoing Treatments or Chronic Illness:
Janice Cagle Jeanette Weir

Patsy Thomas Ella Melvin

Marvin Putman Lucille Craig
Cornelia Pepper Al Pollard

Charles Burns Ava Brooke Campbell
Cindy Glass Una King Currier
Susan Cox Wayne Gooch

Gene Carpenter Cindy Walker
Elizabeth Howard Wayne Wooldridge
Linda Ordonez Phillip Harwell



InThe Hospital/Rebabilitation:

Dean Holt; Huntsville Hospital - STICU-17
Norman Hamm; Millenium Rehab - Huntsville
Athens Health & Rehabilitation:

JoAnn Gilbert,rm 117  Kathleen Wales, rm. 110
Mattye Murray, rm. 2 Dorothy Draper, rm. 73
Joyce Martin, rm. 63 Christine Hudson, rm. 77
Evelyn Hogan,rm.36  Valeria Dalton, rm. 7
Leonard Clines, rm. 94

Limestone Health Facility:

Doris Reid, 1600 W. Hobbs St. rm 108

Shut-In or Away From Home:

Robert & Mot Beasley, at City Center, Decatur
Frances Bowers, Limestone Manor

Gwen Bullock, at granddaughter’s in Huntsville
Mary Ruth Gardner, at Merrill Gardens, Madison
Carl Hargrave, at granddaughter’s home in Hartselle
Irene Inman, at home

Virginia Meyer, Traditions Assisted Living

Stan Stanford, at home

William Thomas, Madison Manor, Madison

UPDATES:

Sympathy is extended to the family of Wanell Vello-
cido following her suddent death this past Wednesday.
Visitation will be this Friday at Spry followed by the
tuneral on Saturday...We also extend our sympathy to
Melissa Aderholt and bher family following the death of
her mother Fannie Chapman...Ross Melvin is at home
recovering from a bout of pneumonia ....Dean Holt
remains in critical condition in Huntsville Hospital
tollowing her surgeries

WORK GROUPS: Work Group Two will be meet-
ing after our evening service. If you are in group two,
remember to meet with your group tonight.

GOSPEL MEETINGS: The Capshaw church is be-

ginning a meeting today, and it will continue through
Wednesday. Buc Chumbley will be the speaker in this

meeting...

THE RECORD: Attendance for the week of Sept. 30th

Sunday: Bible Classes............... 135
Morning Worship....... 164
Evening Worship........ 131
Wednesday:
Bible Classes............... 102

Men Privileged To Serve:

Sunday, October 7th:

Morning Worship
ANNOUNCEMENTS....eeveiieeiieriereeereeeeeeeeeeeeeneeenns Keith Hinkle
Song Leader .....cccoevevviincineiiincncne Ashton Gatlin
Prayer.....c.coviinicees Steve Usery
Preaching......cccoocciiiiiiiiiiiiicccee David Cox
Lord’s Supper
Presiding....coeveveerenieieccirneeeer e Hunter Cox
ASSISTING ..t Marty Adams
Serving ....ooeveeeenennnen Matthew Vaughn.......... David Terry

.................................... Harold Davis.......... Russ Wulfekuhl
Closing Prayer ......cccccovveeinnncccccnnennnee Bonnie Sutton

Evening Worship
ANNOUNCEMENTS....cciuviiieieieeiie e Keith Hinkle
Song Leader ..o Tyler Cox
Prayer......cooiinie Joel Hamm
Preaching........ccccooviiiiinnniiicccces David Cox
Lord’s Supper .....c.ccoeevvvrieiinniiccciecrrenne. Hunter Cox
Closing Prayer .......ccccoeeiviivnecnenncenenns Tommy Burns
Other Assignments for the week of October 7th:
Ushers...ooooeeeeeeeeeeiiiieeeen, Larry Mitchell/Christian Usery
Work Sound System.....c.cccoveeveecieneneuccncnes Terry Andrews

Wednesday, October 10th:

Song Leader ..o, Larry Holt
Bible Reading.......cccocceveciniciniiicincnnee. Roger Hammonds
......................................................................... Mark 9:1-13
Prayer. ..o Bonnie Sutton
INVItation ..occueiiceeeieeiecce e Tommy Coblentz
Closing Prayer ......cccccovveeecnneccncecnnenes Keenon Currier

Sunday, October 14th:

Morning Worship
ANNOUNCEMENTS....covviiieiiieeie e, Tommy Coblentz
Song Leader ..o Joel Hamm
Prayer. ..o Larry Mitchell
Preaching.......ccccieinviicciinnncccccrene Buc Chumbley
Lord’s Supper
Presiding......coveveeeeicccneeeeeerenenerenennns Terry Andrews
ASSISTNG ..cvvvrererrireren e nenenen Harvey Nixon
Serving ...c.coeveevrrecnnenee Danny Johnson.......... Sam Gregory

.................................... Keenon Currier.......... Tony Thomas
Closing Prayer .......cccocccviiviiinnccnciiicnees Danny Holt

Evening Worship
ANNOUNCEMENTS. ..eeeneeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenen Tommy Coblentz
Song Leader .......ccoceeiviinicincincinincn Albert Haraway
Prayer.......ccooiiniee, Bonnie Sutton
Preaching......cccoooviiiiiiniiiiiiccee, Buc Chumbley
Lord’s SUpper .....c.coceeveveveeveennneereceeeneenenenes Terry Andews
Closing Prayer ......c.cccovveueeeinnneceenneeeenenes Harold Ash

Other Assignments for the week of October 14th:
Ushers.......coeoivvnecceccnnnnes Heath Dollar/Ashton Gatlin
Work Sound System.......ccoeeueicennnncnne. Nathaniel Adams



